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Hanawa Hokiichi Memorial Museum

The Memorial Museum introduces Hanawa Hokiichi, a
great person from Honjo City, and the greatest
achievement he left behind. A video section and audio
guide are available in the exhibition room.
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Hanawa Hokiichi

A blind scholar of the Japanese classics

A blind scholar of the Japanese classics in the Edo period. He
lost his eyesight when he was seven. Having a great ambition, he
went to Edo at the age of fifteen and began to start his career as
a scholar. At the age of 34, he began to collect, categorize, and
organize old historical materials and literary works that had been
scattered throughout Japan, and over the course of 40 years, he
compiled a total of 666 literature books "Gunsho Ruiju (Great
collection of old documents)." With an ambition to "do his best
for society and for the future," he devoted himself to the
Japanese classics and completed the massive project. Gunsho
Ruiju has contributed greatly to academic research in history,
the Japanese classics, and national literature.
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Hanawa Hokiichi' s Kyu-taku
(Former Residence)

Hokiichi lived in this house until he
was fifteen. This two-story thatched-
house of irimoya-zukuri (hip-and-
gable roof structure) is designated as
a national historical site.
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Kodama-machi kyu Haisui-to
(Former Water Tower)

This water tower built in 1931
is one of the oldest water
towers in Saitama. The facility
is registered as a national
tangible cultural heritage.
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Kijioka castle ruin
Kijioka-jo (castle) was a flatland-mountain
castle built as a residence for the
Yamauchiuesugi family of the Kanto Kanrei in
the Sengoku period. Now it is known as a
famous place where 300 somei-yoshino
(cherry blossom) trees bloom.
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Kyoshinsha Mohan Sanshitsu (A al facility
where silkworms used to be raised)

Kyoshinsha Mohan Sanshitsu is a facility of silkworm-
raising for learning that was built in 1894 by Kimura
Kuzo, who devoted his entire life to the improvement of
silk cultivation technology. Inside the facility, panels that
introduce the sericulture industry are exhibited.
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Hachiman-jinja (shrine)
It is said that Minamoto Yoshiie dropped by this shrine in 1051 on his
way to Oshu-Kassen (Oshu Battle) and prayed for a victory by setting
up an altar, and after winning the victory he revisited here and had

lwashimizu-Hachimangu relocated. The existing shrine pavilion was
rebuilt during the Kyoho period of the Edo era.




